Lymphodynamic properties governing sentinel lymph nodes.
Biological properties of lymph microvessels include characteristics of spontaneous contractions of lymph vessels, nitric oxide (NO)-mediated modulation of active lymph pump activity, flow-induced production and release of NO from lymphatic endothelial cells, and localization of NO synthase in cultured lymphatic endothelial cells. B16-BL6 melanoma cells release factors that inhibit active pump activity in isolated lymph microvessels. We have found that basic fibroblast growth factor (bFGF) induces significant proliferation and migration of canine cultured lymphatic endothelial cells. This growth factor facilitates the formation of capillary-like tubes by the cultured endothelial cells.